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pierced, before he fled with him to safety. We hear also
of the death in this battle of Bucephalus, Alexander's own
great war-horse, after whom he named the next city which
he founded.
The Greek writers tell us little else of the Indian king,
who seems to have been chosen for his beauty and strength
according to an old custom in the Land of the Five Rivers.
His name Paurava means ruler of the Purus. They were
an old and powerful people, of whom we hear in the dim
dawn of Indian history, and they were later merged in the
Kauravas, whose war with the Pandavas is the central
theme of the Great Epic or Mahabharata. India was
indeed for very long the battle-field of warring kings and
clans, and as the Greeks tell us, even Poros with his wide
realm and his powerful personality had jealous enemies
like the King of Taxila on the north-west frontier, and
others on his southern and eastern borders.
Poros remained for a time to enjoy the throne restored
to him by Alexander, but he was foully done to death
by another satrap, Eudemos. His strong hand being
removed, the tribes revolted, and gave Chandragupta his
chance. With him there comes on to the Indian stage
a man of genius, able to weld together its scattered peoples
and to fulfil the old Indian dream of a Chakkravarti, or
universal emperor.
II
There are two main theories of kingship in ancient
India; one is that the king is of divine origin, created for
the protection of the world, and himself called 'Deva',
God or Shining One. Manu, the later codifier of Indian
law, thus expresses this theory: 'Having taken immortal
particles from Indra (god of battles and of thunder) from
Vayu (the wind god), from Yama (lord of hell), from Sun
and Moon, from Fire and Water, Brahma the creator
made therefrom the King to protect the world. Therefore
he surpasses all in brightness/ This is a very old idea
floating in- Indian tradition long before Manu's time.
Allied to it was the belief, long prevalent in India and

